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SOVIET PREPARATIONS FOR THE 1950 PEAT SEASON

.

On 28 February, a Collegium of the Ministry of Electric Power Plants dis-
cussed the extent of the pzai trusts' preparation for the 1950 peat season and
criticized the fact that much preparatory work was lagging behind schedule,
with the opening of the peat season not far off.

In the Leningrad Trust, the repair of molding machires, TUM conveyors,
auger-type drain-digging machines, piling machines, and flexible cable is
behind schedule. In the Kalirin Trust, the plan for reconditioning molding
machines is-only 50 percent completed and for secondary electric motors for
peat extraction machines, only 83 percent The Cherncramenskiy Trust has
overhauled only 13 molding machines instead of the 16 planned (81.3 percent
completed) and three drsin-digging machines inetead of the four planned. The
Kirov Trust completed its plan for overhauling molding machines 80 percent,
drainage machines 75 percent, and drum milling machines 87.5 percent. In
the Sverdlovsk Trust, repair of dredging machines, spreading machines, and
primary motors for spreader mschines is behind schedule, and the Lithuanian
Trust and the Ellamaa and Ulila peat enterprises are slow in reconditioning
their electrical equipment.

On 1 March, only 72 percent of the plan for reconditioning caterpillar
tractors vas completed; not one trust hae yet finished overhauling its cater-
pillar tractors.

The quality of the repalr work is also unsatisfactory, e.g., in the Len~
ingrad Trust, particularly in the Nasiya, Tesovo 1, and Lar'yanovskiy enter-
prises, tractors and molding and drain-digging machines are poorly prepared.
When this work was inspected in the Leningrad Trust, 16 tractors were rejected
and serious defects were found in reconditioned disk-digging machines, molding
machines, and leveling drums.

The assembly of equipment is also lagging. On 1 March, the Litovskiy
T.ust had completed only 66.7 percent of its plan for assembling elevators,
and the Orekhovskiy Trust, 87.5 percent of its plan for hydropeat cranes. In
the Glavtorf, only 47 percent of all peat pumps, 40 percent of the high-pres-
sure pumps, 50 percent of the accumulators, and 20.6 percent of the dredging
machines have been assembled.
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Most trusts have not yet completed assembly of pulp pipes, and the
Ivanovo, Gorkiy, and Sverdlovsk peat trusts have not yet assembled their
transit and main pulp pipes. The Tesovo 1 apd Irinovskiy peat enterprises
lag behind plan in pile driving, and all trusts are slov in installing elec-
tric power (2-6 kilowatt) and communication lines. Only 90.8 percent of the
electric power lines and 90.5 percent of communication lines had been in-

stalled by 1 March.

Labor force procurement for peat enterprises and peat construction
enterprises is not going as w=ll as last year. The Glavtorf had concluded 3
only 86.1 percent of the workers’! countracts by 1 March, and only T1.6 per-
cent of the interoblast contracts were drawn up. The Glavtorfostroy (Main
Administration for Construction of Peat Enterprises) had drawn up only 58.9
percent of its contracts. Only 10,0C0 of a required 14,500 skilled workers
were trained by 20 February.

The poor construction work of the glavtorfostroy and Gortorfostroy
(Gor'kiy Construction of Peat Enterprises) and operatinons of the Glavelek~
troset'stroy (Main Administration for the Construction of Electric Power
Systems), Mosenergo, and Sverdlovenerge were sharply criticized in the
Collegium of the Ministry. Construction and assembly of the Aleksandrov
and Berendeyevo substations of Mosenergo is going 80 slowly that it threat-
ens to disrupt the supply of electric power to the Berendeyevo Peat Enter-
prise.

Glavtorf was criticized for lack cf progress in mechanizing the peat
industry. The outlook for operatione in the peat industry in the next 5 to
10 years depends on mechanization because the system of using 120,000-150,000
seasonal workers each year cannot be maintained.

To insure uninterrupted operation of equipment during the peat season,
the enterprises must finish reconditionirg, assembly, end testing of all hy-
dropeat-extracting equipment between 1 and 10 April, all lump-extracting
equipment (dredges, elevatcrs) betweea 10 and 20 April, and all milled-peat-
extracting equipment before 5 May. All blasting and other methods of frozen
ground removal should be done before 20 April 1950. The plan for skilled
workers must be completed. By 1 May 4,320 workers must be treined, includ-
ing 1,442 tractor operatore, 779 mechanics, 732 millei~peat«gathering-machine
operators, 437 mechinists, 258 electriciens, 199 spreader and dredging ma-
chine operators, and 462 OF ard TUM operators.
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